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Introduction 

This document provides information regarding the Benchmark Tool screens located via 

the Tax Tool tile within the Self-Service Portal available to citizens of Kentucky.  
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1 Self-Service Portal (SSP) Benchmark Tool Overview 

The SSP Benchmark Tool Quick Reference Guide explains how to use the 
updated Benchmark Tool to identify the Second Lowest Cost Silver Plan 
(SLCSP) for applicable coverage years. This guide is written for citizens and may also 
be used by DHPO Agents, and kynectors who support the process. 

Use the Benchmark Tool to record applicable coverage months, spouse information, 
and county information for each Individual. The tool is organized into three sections: 

1. Household and coverage details, 
2. County details by individual and month 
3. Results by month-by-month breakdown based on SLCSP outcome 

This workflow applies only to coverage year 2027 and later. For coverage year 2026 and 
prior years, the system must continue to follow the current production behavior and 
must not display the new fields introduced by this change. 

2 Benchmark Tool Workflow 

2.1 Navigating to the Benchmark Tool: 

1. Navigate to the kynect health coverage website at  
https://kynect.ky.gov/healthcoverage. 

https://kynect.ky.gov/healthcoverage/s/?language=en_US
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2. Scroll to the bottom of the Get Coverage section to locate the Tax Information 
tile and select the Learn More button. 

3. On the Tax Information screen, scroll down to Get help from IRS section to 
locate the Tax Tools tile and select the Learn More button.  
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4. From the Tax Tools screen, locate the Benchmark Tool tile and select the 
Learn More button.  
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2.2 Section 1 of 3: Benchmark Tool Screen 
There are 3 sections to the Benchmark Tool screen, Section 1 is the 
Benchmark Tools landing page.  

1. Select Yes or No to the question Was anyone in your household enrolled in a
health insurance plan purchased on kynect health coverage?

a. If Yes is selected, select an option from the Select the coverage year
drop-down.

b. If No is selected the user cannot continue since no one in the household
is enrolled in a health insurance plan purchased on kynect health
coverage.

2. Enter a number in the field box for the question How many members of your
household were enrolled in health insurance through kynect health coverage at
any time during this coverage year?

3. Select the date for the Individual 1 Date of Birth field.

4. Use the drop-down to select the applicable months for the prompt Enter the
start month and end month of coverage for individual 1 in a health plan
through kynect health coverage (As reported on Part II of your 1095-A).

5. Select the date for the Individual 2 Date of Birth field.

6. Use the drop-down to select the applicable months for the prompt Enter the
start month and end month of coverage for individual 2 in a health plan
through kynect health coverage (As reported on Part II of your 1095-A).

Please note: Steps 5-6 are conditional based on the number of household 

members entered in Step 2.  

7. If the household size is greater than 1, the prompt Select spouse of Individual 1 
[Individual’s age] displays. Use the drop-down to select an option; if there is no 
spouse, select No Spouse.

Please note: The spouse question is displayed only when household size is 
greater than one and is captured only for the oldest Individual as the primary 
subscriber. The drop-down selection includes all Individuals except the member 
to whom the spouse question applies. If multiple members share the oldest age, 
the system assigns the most recently added member as the primary subscriber. 
If the identified member is deleted, the system updates the question and 

 
refreshes the drop-down accordingly. 

8. Select Next to continue to Section 2.
a. Select Back to return Tax Tools screen.
b. Select Reset to reset the information entered.
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2.3 Section 2 of 3: Benchmark Tool Screen 

 Section 2 asks the user to complete the questions about the Individual’s county. 
 The instructional text displays: “Find your Second Lowest Cost Silver 
 Plan (SLCSP). To find the benchmark plan or SLCSP, please provide 
 the following information.” 

1. The Individual’s name and age display under this statement along with 
Applicable Months of coverage for that Individual as indicated by the coverage 
begin date and coverage end date entered from the Benchmark Tools 
Section 1 of 3 screen.  

a. Enter the County. 

b. Mark the checkbox for each Coverage Month(s) or mark the checkbox 
for Select All.  

c. Select the Trash Can icon to delete an entry. 

2. Select + Add another County if applicable. 

3. Repeat Step 1 for any additional Individuals. 

4. Select Show Results to continue to Section 3.  

a. Select Back to return to the Benchmark Tool Section 1 of 3 screen. 
b. Select Exit to return to the Tax Tools screen.  

 

Please note: A maximum of 5 counties can be added for each household 
member. If all the applicable months are already selected, then upon selecting 

Add Another County a message displays “All coverage months have 
already been assigned to a county.” If all the applicable months already 
selected for County A whereas County B does not have any month selection, 
then upon selecting Show Results a message displays “Please answer all 
required fields.” 
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2.4 Section 3 of 3: Benchmark Tool Screen 

 Section 3 displays the results of the previous sections’ entries and is titled 
 “Second Lowest Cost Silver Plan (SLCSP)”.  

1. The dollar amount is shown in the field for Based on the information you 
provided, the annual cost of your 2027 benchmark plan is: [$ 
amount]. 

2. Select the expand button to view a Month-by-Month Breakdown of SLCSP 
amounts.  

3. Read the statement below the Month-by-Month Breakdown, “You will 
enter these amounts in Part III, Column B on Form 1095-A and Part 
2, Column B, on Form 8962.” 

4. Select Exit to return to the Tax Tools screen or select Back to return to the 
Benchmark Tool Section 2 of 3 screen.  
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